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About TRANET-AFRICA
Founded in 2016, TRANET-Africa is a Not-for-Profit Organization registered as a Company
Limited by Guarantee with the Uganda Registrations Services Bureau (URSB) on the 14th
day of August 2018 under registration number 80020001178149 with a vision of a society
where the leadership upholds the ideals of social justice and good governance where social
justice defenders enjoy the freedom and security to undertake their legitimate activities and
mission to enhance social justice as well as build and protect a cadre of leaders at risk
because of their peaceful and legitimate activities advancing processes that eliminate social
injustice through research, advocacy, networking and capacity building.
Since her inception, TRANET-Africa has undertaken initiatives that seek to enhance
capacities of civil societies amid shrinking civic space, enhance protection and safety of
social justice defenders (HRDs) to uphold social justice and good governance as well as
delving gin research, documentation and campaigning for social justice and protection of
social justice defenders across the region. TRANET-Africa is a founding member of the
Migration Network- Global a group of civil society organizations undertaking work on
migrant workers’ rights, and addressing causes of irregular and regular migration from the
countries of origin across the globe. It is also a member of the Protection Working Group
of the Global Coalition, Youth, Peace and Security Coordinated by the office of the UN
Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth. TRANET-Africa coordinates the African Youth Human
Rights Defenders Network, a network of young activists and organizations advancing the
rights of young people in their diversity across the African continent.
NOTICE! Some information about TRANET-Africa has been updated and information

about some respondents has been edited to minimize security risks.
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WORD FROM THE HEAD OF SECRETARIAT –
EKAKORO FREDRICK ETOORI
The year 2019 begun well for us and ended with a number of challenges, though with a
number of significant achievements. Throughout the year, we delved into putting in place
systems to well address the
challenges young human
rights defenders face in
Uganda and across the
continent. Through the
Youth
Human
Rights
Defenders
Programme,
one of the major issues that
we focus on is researching,
monitoring
and
documenting the situation
of young human rights
defenders so as to be able
to design and implement
Ekakoro Fredrick Etoori, Head of Secretariat TRANETthe most suitable and cost
Africa (photo taken at the Human Rights Defenders
effective interventions.

World Summit 2018 in Paris, France

This

Report,

titled

“AFRICAN YOUTH DEFENDERS PERSPECTIVES 2019, FROM RHETORIC TO ACTION”
is testament that we are not just talking and complaining, but acting. Even with the minimal
and almost nonexistent resource envelop, we have something to show for our existence
amid the various challenges we face as an organization.
Throughout the year, we delved deeply into understanding the nature and categories of
youth human rights defenders. Through the analysis and monitoring, we have noted that
youth human rights defenders vary in nature ranging from their age, working directly and
or for young people and or organizations being founded/led by young people between
the ages of 15-35. The age definitions adopted vary and from the African Youth Chatter
2006, the United Nations and the Commonwealth Chatter that state that a youth is any
one between the age of 15-35, 15-24 and 18-29 years old respectively irrespective of their
gender/ sexual orientation. For purpose of clarity, the situational analysis takes into
consideration the age variance and hence focusing on youth from the age of 15-35 years
old.
In the report you will find a general synopsis of the situation of youth human rights
defenders in Africa, the legal, social and or conceptual background to the documentation
and publication of this information. You will also find the underlying justification for youth
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human rights defenders among others. You will find a view of the different categories of
youth human rights defenders and in-depth analysis of their situation by regional block,
gender, risks, and support received among others. From student human rights defenders,
young women human rights defenders, land and environment, migrant youth human
rights defenders to accountability champions among others.
Our Youth Human Rights Defenders Programme is anchored in the various regional and
or international legal and policy instruments on youth work and human rights. The beauty
of this programme is that, it targets the most vulnerable and marginalized young rights
defenders in our communities, at the grassroots and in academic institutions ranging from
primary, secondary schools and institutions of higher learning.
In almost each and every community we live in, there are human rights violations
manifesting themselves in various ways. There are also many ways young people are
responding to these violations. From absconding from classes, to openly criticizing a
ruthless teacher and standing up against unfair policies and or cultural practices that
undermine the human rights among others. Yet well intentioned, young people are usually
misunderstood as unruly, disobedient and uncultured. Less attention is put into
understanding how the policies and or systems that be lead young people to say no. This
however does not mean that we condone violence… no, we recognize with concern that
a sizeable number of young rights defenders are violent and less aware of the relevant
human rights instruments that should guide their actions.
It is based on such circumstances among others that we are compelled to believe that there
is much work to be done and that there are many young rights defenders that are
completely misunderstood by their families, schools and or institutions of higher learning
and the communities they live in among others. Coupled with the stringent African culture
and tradition that requires young people never to question authority or elders, the
situation for the young rights defenders is even worse.
On behalf of the team at TRANET, I wish to say thank you to each and every organization
and or individual that worked with us and or supported us in many ways. A worrying
trend we observed in 2019 however was the seeming and or deliberate intention to
marginalize youth led organizations working directly with human rights defenders in what
could be understood as a threat and or competition to institutions that believe this is their
area.
Throughout the year, we received 70 requests for support from various young human
rights defenders mostly from Uganda, South Sudan, Kenya and Tanzania. We supported
those we could with the negligible funds we had and referred a number of them to
institutions that supported some and reserved the rights to support others. Much as
appreciated, is bureaucratic and less likely to come to the rescue of those that may need
immediate support.
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Much as we would have loved to do more, we are limited by financial resources. We are
therefore calling upon individuals, corporations, foundations and governments that
believe in human rights and believe in what we do to support our work in various ways.
Your support can enable TRANET pay its staff, pay rent and other utilities and most
importantly reach out to the various young people out there advancing human rights,
being champions of accountability and good governance and widening civic space and
enhancing freedom of speech among others.
You can donate today any amount of money and we will use it for the purpose
intentioned. Please refer to our Donor Chatter found here . You can contact us by phone
+256776892009 or by email info@tranetafrica.org . At the end of this document, you
will find various ways through which you can donate.
I welcome you to read this document and seek for your partnership or donation.
Complaints are welcome through complaints@tranetafrica.org
Merci! Asante! Thank you!

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Throughout Africa, attacks on Young Human Rights Defenders have become
unprecedented. These attacks are carried out by a range of state and non-state actors,
including armed militant and extremist groups, police and military forces, government
authorities and off campus groups among others. They harm the individuals and
organizations directly targeted. They undermine entire systems by impairing legal
processes, rule of law and discourse every day human rights, socioeconomic and
development processes. They shrink everyone’s space to think, question, and share ideas
freely and safely, impairing public discourse and damaging social, political, cultural, and
economic development.
Through its Youth Human Rights Defenders Monitoring and Research Initiative,
Transformative Leaders Network-Africa (TRANET-AFRICA) responds to these attacks by
identifying young rights defenders at risk and tracking key circumstances, with the aim of
protecting vulnerable individuals and organizations, raising awareness, encouraging rights
accountability, and promoting dialogue and understanding that can help prevent future
threats. African Youth Defenders Perspectives 2019, the first of its kind documents reports
analyzing the general situation of young rights defenders in entirety.
The African Youth Defenders Perspectives 2019, From Rhetoric to Action is a report on the
situation of youth human rights defenders in Africa in the year 2019. It is the first of its kind
and captures the cases reported directly to the Transformative Leaders Network -Africa
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(TRANET-Africa) and those gathered through the usual research, identification and
monitoring of the youth human rights defenders at most risk.
The information and statistical analysis are gathered from various countries across the
African Continent giving it a continental perspective. The report, provides a general
situation of youth human rights defenders in 2019, the category of the youth human rights
defenders at most risk, the country and or region that recorded the most cases of youth
human rights defenders at risk among others.
The reporting period documented in this report is from the 1st January 2019 to the 31st
December 2019. Over the year, student human rights defenders were the most targeted,
followed by young women human rights defenders, Migrant Youth Human Rights
defenders and land rights activists among others.
Seventy requests for support from various youth rights defenders from Uganda, Kenya,
Tanzania and South Sudan were received. The request for support ranged from the need
for temporary relocation, family support, emergency support, medical support and
replacement of damaged/lost equipment. About forty of them received help directly from
TRANET and through referral. The support ranged from digital training, referral, capacity
building and temporary relocation among others.
Young rights defenders reported a number of challenges ranging from marginalization,
access to funds, donor funding policies discriminating them during application for funding
and blackmail within the rights movement among others. The Young rights defenders have
made a call to the UN, AU, Regional Blocks, governments, international organizations and
fellow young rights defenders.
Lastly, you will find how you or your institution can support our work or partner with us.

BACKGROUND
Globally, the UN developed the Youth Strategy 2018. The strategy lists five priorities. In
the Fourth Priority, the UN commits to; Protect and promote young people’s human
rights, raise awareness about the specific situation of young people’s rights, protect and
promote the rights of young people and support their civic and political engagement,
mainstream human rights, promote participation in political and public affairs, develop
capacity and human rights education: In particular, the UN commits to promote the
mainstreaming of all rights of young people (including their right to participate in public
affairs) into the work of treaty bodies, special procedures and other human rights
mechanisms, and highlight the importance of protecting young human rights defenders and
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their organizations1. The United Nations (UN) defines a youth as anyone (irrespective of
gender/sexual orientation) between the age of 15 and 24 for statistical purposes, without
prejudice to other definitions by Member States2. The operational definition and nuances
of the term ‘youth’ often vary from country to country, depending on the specific sociocultural, institutional, economic and political factors.
The United Nations has adopted declarations, conventions and covenants concerning
youth; Key among them are the UN Youth Strategy 2018, United Nations Guidelines for
Further Planning and Follow-Up in the Field of Youth 1985, The Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action 1993, World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond 1995, Braga Youth Action Plan 1998, Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and
Programmes 1998, and Dakar Youth Empowerment Strategy 2001.
At the African continental level, in July 2006, the Summit of the African Union in Banjul,
the Gambia, adopted the African Youth Charter (AYC). The Charter is a political and legal
document which serves as the strategic framework that gives direction to youth
empowerment and development at the continental, regional and national levels. The AYC
aims to strengthen, reinforce and consolidate efforts to empower young people through
meaningful participation and equal partnership in driving Africa’s development agenda.
The document refers to the rights, freedoms and duties of Young people in Africa.
According to the African Youth Charter a youth is defined as anyone between the age of
15 and 353. The Commonwealth of Nations defines a youth as anyone between the age
of 15 and 294. Summarily, almost all countries in Africa are bound by the UN and AU
instruments as others ascribe to the Commonwealth Charter.
According to the UN Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups
and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, Article 1 states that “Everyone has the right, individually and in
association with others, to promote and to strive for the protection and realization of
human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”
consequently, young people are non-excluded. Article 6 (b) states that, “as provided for
in human rights and other applicable international instruments, freely to publish, impart
or disseminate to others views, information and knowledge on all human rights and
fundamental freedoms” and (c) grants that, “to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on
the observance, both in law and in practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms

1

United Nations Youth Strategy 2018
What does the UN mean by 'youth' and how does this definition differ from that given to children?
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/what-we-do/faq.html
3
African Youth Charter 2006, definitions
4
National, Youth policy, Commonwealth Youth Programme https://www.youthpolicy.org
2
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and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those
matters.”
In the years leading up to and in 2017, following a skyrocketing level of threats towards
members of the network who are championing human rights, accountability, transparency
and good governance, TRANET Africa initiated a mechanism to safe guard the members
at risk. Key among the interventions involve documenting threats, attacks and torture
towards young people legitimately upholding human rights and enhance their capacity in
lobbying. It is on such basis that TRANET –Africa then ushered in what is known as the
Youth Human Rights Defenders programme. Through the programme, TRANET –Africa
provides a range of services to the young human rights defenders in their diverse nature.
Every year, TRANET aspires to document and publish reports on the status of youth human
rights defenders in sub Saharan Africa.
In lieu of the above brief background, considering that young people in their diversity
across the globe and the continent are legitimately doing their work to uphold human
rights and foster rights accountability, we resolved to undertake initiatives to document
and publish annually the situation of youth Human Rights Defenders across the continent
hence this publication.

REGIONAL SYNOPSIS
In a general perspective, young human rights defenders were most at risk in countries
where the political climate was heated up and or where tensions between warring factions
were escalating. Youth faced a multitude of special protection threats and challenges. In
particular, threats and human rights violations against young peacebuilders and human
rights defenders were on the sharp rise in South Sudan and Sudan among others. Over the
year, there was a marked observance of increased challenges young people faced in
accessing/defending civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights. Young rights
defenders faced harassment, attacks on and limitations to their freedom of movement,
assembly, association, and expression among others. In some country situations, young
rights defenders had their family members experience retaliation and even detention for
speaking out. In Ugandan for instance, young women rights defender, Mary Grace Amek
reported that after severally and unsuccessfully threatening her, people believed to be
working with the State security apparatus resorted to trailing her brother.
The year 2019 was characterized by an upsurge of young people fostering human rights in
various forms; from freedom of expression, land rights, rights of students, and rights of
young women defenders among others. The year recorded a significant number of protests
and demonstrations mostly in institutions of higher learning. Young people specifically in
institutions of higher learning demonstrated sustained efforts in advancing matters affecting
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them in and out of the student communities…from Uganda to Kenya and South Africa the
message looked similar.
Overall, there is a marked increase in the level of interest by young people in human rights
issues as opposed to what has been observed in the recent past. This is partly explainable
probably by the fact that most of the countries in the region were either in the
electioneering period or were entering into the election cycle. Most of the cases recorded
have come from countries most hit by conflict and civil unrest.
The role Young human rights defenders (YHRDs) played ranged from monitoring,
documenting human rights violations, assisting those who were affected in the various
ways and organizing/ mobilizing peaceful protests in the defense of human rights across
the continent.
These causes differed in entirety, but tended to rotate around the feeling of young people
not being involved in decision making processes, a generally biased attitude by society
towards young defenders, outright rejection of social injustice caused by deep economic
inequality, escalating levels of corruption at national and grassroots government agencies,
and calls for greater socio-economic, civil and political rights. While the demonstrations
mostly started off as peaceful, the “intervention” of police and the army generally turned
them violent including leading to bloodshed for those unfortunate to be gunned down.
In many of the countries, the security forces used acts of violence to stop unarmed civilian
youth. In general, the states continued to brand youth activists and rights defenders as
opposition leaning and being funded by western countries to destabilize their countries
and to topple government. Even in circumstances where there was conspicuously no threat
to them, security forces acted ruthless. This was manifest in Uganda in March when students
of Kyambogo University where dozens of student activists were arrested and unlawfully
detained and a number of them tortured. A student while attempting to throw back a tear
gas canister lost his arm as it exploded in his hand shuttering it. In October, hundreds of
students were tortured by the military police who forcefully broke into the halls of
residence of students in Makerere University and beat whomever they came across. This
came after a peaceful demonstration of 14 female students against the cumulative fees
policy. The leader of that demonstration, Ms. Mollie Siperia would later be found
unconscious in a Kampala Suburb. As a result of grave torture, several students sustained
serious injuries and were hospitalized for a number of days. 14 students were suspended
as result including the leader of the protest.
The rate at which police and other forces used tear gas, rubber bullets and live ammunition
on non-violent protesters was extremely worrying, as a move by governments to quell
demonstrations. In nearly all of the countries where young people rose up, YHRDs were
specifically targeted; in Uganda, where over 15 student activists were arrested, over five
young women rights defenders threatened and attacked between August and December
2019.
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In Burkina Faso, two activists of the Democratic Youth Organisation of Burkina Faso
(Organisation Démocratique de la Jeunesse, ODJ) were killed in the province of Yagha in
the North East of the country, bordering Niger.
In other countries, including Sudan, Kenya, and South Africa among others, students’
demonstrations despite being peaceful in generality, were met with high handedness
leading to murder of several student activists. However, in-spite of the high handedness,
the resultant outcome was that a number of academic institutions had to rethink their
policies and seek dialogue with the students.
Whereas it was conspicuous that force was indiscriminately used, some young people in
these demonstrations engaged in vandalism, brawls with police and use of hard objects as
observed in Nairobi and in Kyambogo University in Uganda.
While it is evident that socio-economic differences have led young people in institutions
of higher learning to challenge certain policies and whereas it is evident that the policies
seem unfair and seriously affect many young people from vulnerable families, there is
evidently no political will to address them.

Young Women Human Rights Defenders
TRANET –Africa is deeply concerned about the violent arrests, torture and intimidation of
young women’s rights defenders. Ensuring a safe, enabling, and gender-responsive
environment is also essential for active young women participation and engagement. For
young women, age and gender subject them to double jeopardy and discrimination,
rendering them more vulnerable – more so those from communities where traditional and
religious beliefs still determine the way of life and those from marginalized ethnic groups.
Psychological torture was observed as a weapon by various sections of society to harass,
intimidate and torture young women rights defenders as a way to kill their morale. For
instance, wider section of a certain society characterize young women rights defenders as
not marriage material, unruly.
On the 9th October 2019 police violently arrested Nana Mwafrika Mbarikiwa at a peaceful
protest in Kampala she organized in the city of Kampala. The demonstration was staged
in protest against police brutality and human rights abuses in Uganda.
Nana Mwafrika Mbarikiwa is an independent woman human rights defender. In recent
years, she has defended civil and political rights in Uganda and demonstrated against the
attack and imprisonment of human rights defenders and peaceful protesters in Uganda.
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Nana Mwafrika Mbarikiwa publicly highlights instances of police brutality in Uganda. She
publicly condemned the use of tear gas which resulted in a student losing his hand while
peacefully protesting on 28 March 2019. On 6 March 2019 she used social media to seek
signatures for a petition against police brutality. On 24 April 2019, Nana Mwafrika
Mbarikiwa was brutally attacked by police while seven months pregnant. She was
hospitalized and required to deliver her child prematurely, losing her uterus in the process.
In early September 2019, young women human rights defender, Mary Grace Amek the
founder Young Inspired Uganda a not-for- profit organization operating in Lira and Kwania
districts in the Northern part of Uganda received death threats from the District Police
Commander of Lira District and the Regional Police Commander of Aswa Region for
advocating for and defending the rights of widows to own land in Lira, Agago and Kwania.
With the increased security problems, she had to seek for a temporary relocation away
from her place of residence.
In August, a women’s rights defenders Akengo Cointa Harriet from Abim District, North
Eastern part of Uganda protested the death of a mother during labor due to negligence by
the District Health Officer (DHO) and the medical supreintendant from attending to the
patient. Akengo’s criticm to the issues due to the negligence of the health officers on duty
and use of the marternity car offered by ministry of health got her into logerheads with
teh district top officials who threatened her. Her advocacy led to arrest of the District
Chairperson of Abim, the District Health Officer was consequently being demoted hence
putting her at stake of dehumanization, intimidation among other threats that jeopardised
her work in exposing the rots that take place in Abim. Cointa was detained for five hours
by the District security operatives probing her to expose people who are sponsoring her
to expose the rots in the district.
In Kibuuku District in Eastern Uganda, there have been severally reported cases of women
human rights defenders intimidated and threatened with arrest. Katooko Sylvia, a renown
women human rights defender in Kibuuku has been trailed by known people a number of
times to the extent that one day she had to abandon her car somewhere and run for her
safety.Towards the end of the year, her house was broken into by unknown people who
made off with her official documents, laptop and travel documents.
In Kenya, young women rights defenders belonging to a defenders group in Nakuru
Western Kenya have decried continued and increased harassment and intimidation of
young women rights defenders. “Many young women belonging to our group have
continued to receive threats” Muna Mwinyi speaking to a staff of TRANET-AFRICA.
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Student Human Rights Defenders and Freedom
of speech and expression
University students have and continue to be destined to be the intelligentsia who one day
will take over the reins of power. Students also constitute the largest reservoir of
technocrats in the world’s development milieu, providing highly trained manpower in
many sectors. To many they are also the vehicles of ideological dissemination and are often
regarded as the representatives of the left and sympathetic to the cause of the common
man. As such, to engage the students is to engage the common man. Yet there are lacunae
in the research and academic knowledge in this area. In many parts of the world,
commentators have largely ignored student protests despite the fact that universities have
a long history of student activism in which students often have engaged authorities in
running battles, some of them violent. In the national political arena, university students
often rally behind radical politicians and former university students.
In South Africa, universities have become a hotbed of violent confrontation between
students and management in recent years. The wave of protests and demonstrations has
gained force particularly since 2015, when students embarked on the nationwide Fees Must
Fall protests. In February 2019, a student at Durban University of Technology was shot
dead when violence broke out during student protests over financial exclusion, registration
fees, and lack of accommodation. However, DUT’s senior director for corporate affairs,
Alan Khan, said the cause of death and details of the incident were still subject to police
investigations. In the University of KwaZulu-Natal the university administration suspended
academic programmes after a vehicle was set on fire during a strike, and in Gauteng, Wits
students went on a hunger strike on Tuesday over financial exclusion and accommodation.
The university cancelled classes two days later.
In Uganda, the rising popularity of the People Power Movement and the launch of the
students’ wing of the People Power Movement has muddled the situation of student
activists with almost all of them being labelled opposition and western world agents. In
October hundreds of students were assaulted by the security forces who forcefully broke
into the halls of residence of students beating up anyone they found destroying property
worth millions. Student activists believed to be members of the People Power Movement
were most targeted. The Guild President of Makerere University who is openly People
Power Movement die-hard was arrested severally and detained incumcado in unknown
places for his unrelenting position on the call for the university to abandon its earlier
position on the fees increment.
Few days later, the Minister of Education and Sports who also doubles as the First Lady of
Uganda addressed the media justifying the actions of the security forces claiming that the
students had been given money by opposition and some western agents to destabilise the
country. These incidences followed a Tuesday 22nd of October 2019 demonstration led
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by Mollie Siperia. A group of 14 female student activist’s led a peaceful demonstration
against the cumulative tuition fees policy and narrowing of civic space for students in
Makerere University with the argument that the cumulative policy makes access to tuition
fees by females difficult hence forcing them to commercial sex work as a means to raise the
tuition. This she argues limits most females from acquiring quality education and hence a
human rights issue. The strike was led and conducted by only the females. She and her
colleagues were subsequently arrested and detained in police cells. On Wednesday
morning the 23rd, while still in police custody, she and 14 other females were served with
suspension letters from the university by Professor Eria Hisali, the Principal College of
Business and Management Sciences and Gordon Murangira, the Personal Assistant to the
Vice-Chancellor from Makerere University and was shortly released on police bond. Later
in the day, she is believed to have been abducted, taken to unknown location, tortured
and later dumped near Kasubi Market where she was found unable to speak and was
rushed to International Medical Centre at Wandegeya and later transferred to Mengo
hospital where she had treatment.
By the time of developing this report, Mollie remained suspended. The University refused
to recommend her to the leadership of the Uganda National Students Association on the
ground that she had been suspended. However, on Monday the 16th December 2019 the
Dean of Students wrote a letter with only two days left to the elections to the Uganda
National Students Association Executive Secretary, Ministry of Education and Sports
claiming the University Disciplinary Committee found her innocent of allegations. To make
matters more intricate, on the someday, the same university appealed to the University
Council that the Students Disciplinary Committee errored in their decision to find Mollie
innocent. The disciplinary committee and university only acted after Mollie and her
colleagues resorted to use of legal means. Through the Centre for Legal Aid, they have
tasked the University Council to make their decision known concerning Mollie’s
suspension, but by December 2019, there had been no response.
In Kyambogo University, a student identified as Abraham, pursuing a Diploma in
Automotive and Power Engineering lost his hand after attempting to grab and throw a
tear gas canister back at the police officers who were trying to quell the strike. The canister
exploded in his right hand and raptured the fingers. Several students were arrested, a
number of them tortured and detained illegal for some days and later released with
warning from the University.
In Kenya, on Thursday, March 14, former University of Nairobi student leader Samuel
Ragira was fatally attacked, sparking protests near the university. In response, protesters
blocked State House Road and threw stones at passing vehicles. Some reports allege police
involvement in the killing, while others report that members from an armed criminal gang
were involved. The Kilimani Police Chief dismissed the claim that the student leader was
shot by police but reported that the matter is under investigation. Another student was
reportedly stabbed and taken to Kenyatta National Hospital.
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In Kenyatta University, on October 7th, 2019 a story ran in one of the dailies reporting that
chaos had broken out as protesting students disrupted classes and traffic on Thika road.
Learning activities at the institution and the flow of traffic along Thika Superhighway were
disrupted after a planned ‘peaceful’ demonstration turned chaotic. Over the weekend, the
university’s student leadership, through Ayika, called for peaceful demonstrations and
boycott of classes over a litany of accusation against the institution’s management. Some
of the issues he raised in a memo calling for the protests include the administration’s alleged
refusal to extend fee payment, suspension of students and student leaders on petty basis,
charge on supplementary exams at the university and the sacking of more than 700 casual
workers without notice. The students also accused the university’s administration of forcing
them to use a footbridge that was constructed within the school, increment of graduation
fee from Sh3,500 to Sh6,000 without the student body being informed and the students
school IDs not being replaced even after the students pay the required fees.
Still in the same university, following the killing of some of their classmates, on November
11 a group of students gathered to protest the police’s failure to quell rising insecurity on
campus and its environs. However, to their horror, police moved in and violently
dispersed the anti-violence protest. One video showing police officers beating up a student
has become a symbol for students’ claims that those meant to be protecting them are
actually doing the opposite. A 22-second video emerged showing a student Allan Omondi
wearing a red T-shirt lying on the ground as four police officers surround him, hitting him
repeatedly with batons and kicking him in the head. Allan Omondi, was taking part in
protests against the mounting insecurity in the area around Jomo Kenyatta University, a
university specializing in agriculture and technology located in Juja, in the northeast of the
Kenyan capital. Omondi, the student shown in the video, was released from police
detention the day after his arrest and brought to a hospital in Nairobi, according to the
Kenyan
media
outlet
CitizenTV.
He
is
now
recovering
at
home.
In Sudan, Violent crackdowns on dissent manifested, where state authorities shuttered
universities and security services used arrests and even lethal violence to quell peaceful
student demonstrations amid nationwide protests; paramilitary forces carried out a
retaliatory attack on students and faculty at the University of Khartoum (UofK), killing four
protesters, vandalizing faculty offices, and burning a university hospital (AFMI 934). The
attack occurred after UofK staff had reportedly launched a civil disobedience movement
in response to the killing of over one hundred peaceful pro-democracy protesters by
paramilitary forces on June 3.
In Tanzania, the Tanzania reports indicate that the state has strong grip on the Tanzania
Students Association and has managed to plant using state powers student leaders who are
pro-government and less likely to condemn atrocities against students and or support
student demonstrations against unfair policies. Due to this grip, there is much fear among
the students and most times even when affected or when facing serious attack on their
socio-economic, civil and or political rights are less likely to rise up as compared to other
countries.
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Land and Environment Rights Defenders
In Uganda, during this reporting period, we recorded a number of cases of land,
environment and accountability defenders especially in Uganda. In Abim District, several
cases of young rights defenders at risk were recorded. Charles Donaldson Ogira the
Founder of Youth Forum for Social Justice in Abim was at risk for his outspoken
campaigning for land rights and the need for accountability in Abim District Local
Government.
In Gulu, a young rights defender Jomeo Richard Komakech continued to battle a case of
defamation in the Gulu High court where he and members of parliament of Kilac County
Gilbert Olanya and Aruu County Odonga Otto were drugged to court by General Otema
who is believed to have forcefully grabbed land from the people of Amuru District. Jomeo
is also actively involved in upholding Freedom of association and expression in Northern
Uganda. He and others have been documenting atrocities committed against the people
of Amuru and advocating for their rights to land ownership. For the past few years, local
people in Apaa in Amuru District have been involved in running battles with the local
authorities and investors who have since evicted them without an option. As a result, Mr.
Jomeo Richard along with other human rights defenders resisted the eviction hence landing
him in problems. In the process, one of the army Generals Otema named in the eviction
scandal drugged Jomeo and others to court which court case is still ongoing. Since 2016,
the human rights defender has been facing a lot of threats and security risks from vandalism
of his car, personal physical attacks, burglary, and arrests and lose of property among
others.
Threats to his life were first reported on November 7th 2016 from State actors including
RDC of Gulu District at the time when he was working as the Field Officer Forum for
Women in Democracy (FOWODE) Gulu District Field Office. FOWODE is a women’s rights
organization in Uganda. In April 2019 Jomeo’s car was vandalized while at home
following a warning from one of the security operatives.
In the North Western part of Uganda (West Nile) around the Albertine graben, young
rights defenders continued to receive numerous forms of threats for their activism on
environment and land safety amid the ongoing oil exploration in Hoima and Bulambuli
Districts.
In the West African Country, Burkina Faso, on Friday, 31 May 2019, two activists of the
Democratic Youth Organisation of Burkina Faso (Organisation Démocratique de la
Jeunesse, ODJ) were killed in the province of Yagha in the North East of the country,
bordering Niger. Civil society organisations issued a statement demanding an investigation
and prosecution—however, until now, the authorities seem remaining inactive.
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The two activists, Fahadou Cissé and Hama Balima were on their way to a meeting with
the High Commissioner of the Province, Adama Conseiga, in the Provincial Capital Sebba
but never reached their destination. Instead, they were found dead, riddled with bullets,
about five kilometers away from the town. A third dead body of an unidentified person
(possibly an uninvolved witness) was lying a few hundred metres next to them. The place
had obviously been ‘cleaned up’, as not a single bullet casing was left at the scene.
In South Africa, youth activists affiliated to the Abahlali Base Mjondolo in Durban,
continued to receive threats from the government authorities. On the 24th September,
Abahlali in KwaZulu Natal gathered at the Surat Hindu Hall in Durban to remember and
honour all their fallen heroes. Families of all the fallen heroes were invited.

MIGRANT YOUTH RIGHTS DEFENDERS AND
DEFENDERS IN A CONFLICT SETTING

Case Study: South Sudan
On 6th may 2019, members of the Red Card Movement (RCM) in South Sudan announace
they wiould hold demonstrations in different parts of the world. On 7 May, Information
Minister Michael Makuei Lueth, threatened protesters with deadly consequences if they
took part in the planned protests. “Those who want to protest are welcome but let them

be ready to face consequences. We know those who are spearheading the attempts. We
don’t want youth to die again,” he told South Sudan’s Radio Tamazuj. This was followed
by a door-to-door search of people’s homes day and night, targeting suspected members
and supporters of the RCM that was carried out by officers from the National Security
Services (NSS) and the army. The authorities also deployed large number of troops in Juba
and closed public spaces.

On 18th May 2019, Michael Wethnhialic, a South Sudanese youth activist in his 30s was arbitrarily
detained at the national security service (NSS) headquarters known as the blue house, without
access to his family and lawyer. Garang Aher, 30, was arrested by three NSS agents at his

home on 19 May for alleged links with the movement after his phone number was found
in a RCM WhatsApp group conversation leaked to the security agents. He was released on
23 May.

2019 witnessed an increased crack down by Authorities on rights defenders beyond
borders. Key among the targets were South Sudan rights defenders affiliated or sympathetic
to the Red Card Movement. The RCM is a nascent South Sudanese diaspora-led youth
movement, which is open to any individual who embraces its non-violent approach, and
consists mainly of human rights defenders, civil society activists, students, academics and
politicians. The RCM identifies itself as a “civil rights movement established to rebuild and
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safeguard a fair, free and open society,” which seeks “to balance the fundamental values
of liberty, equality and fraternity.
The Government of South Sudan has sought to silence critics by harassing, intimidating,
threatening, arbitrarily detaining and forcibly disappearing them. The National Security
Service (NSS) has arrested and detained people who are alleged to have communicated
with, or supported, the opposition, as well as human rights defenders, civil society activists
and academics critical of the government.
On 16 May 2019, South Sudanese took to the streets in Australia, the United States, Ethiopia
and Sudan to express their concerns about, and dissatisfaction with, the policies and action
of the Government of South Sudan. These peaceful protests were organized by the Red
Card Movement (RCM). RCM chose 16 May 2019, the day that marks the 36th anniversary
of the beginning of the South Sudanese quest for independence from Sudan in 1983, to
launch their first peaceful protests.
While protests organized outside South Sudan embassies in Australia, Washington DC, USA
and Sudan took place unhindered, the intimidation and harassment of RCM members
witnessed in South Sudan was replicated in Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya. In Kenya, RCM
members were threatened with arrest and deportation back to Juba, from where they
would be forcibly disappeared.
In Kenya, this intimidation and harassment continued after the aborted 16 May protests.
On 9 July, South Sudan’s Independence Day, members and supporters of the movement
staged a peaceful protest in front of the South Sudan Embassy in Nairobi. They were
dispersed by Kenyan police despite complying with the legal requirement to notify the
police about the planned protest. Three of them were arrested and charged for unlawful
assembly. They were released on bail the next day.
It is believed that the NSS may have infiltrated the RCM network and or hacked into a
WhatsApp group used to mobilise fellow activists world over. The NSS released names of
youth they believed to be sympathizers of the RCM and started tracing them in different
countries and in South Sudan.
Whereas a number of RCM members have fled South Sudan, leaving South Sudan does not
necessarily guarantee safety for real or perceived critics of the government. The reach of
the NSS extends beyond South Sudan’s borders and into neighboring countries, as
demonstrated by the enforced disappearance of Dong Samuel and Aggrey Idri. TRANETAFRICA has documented patterns of harassment, intimidation and threats against RCM
members by NSS agents or individuals believed to work for the NSS in Nairobi, Kenya and
Kampala, Uganda in May 2019.
In Kenya, RCM leaders called off a planned protest in Nairobi on 16 May 2019 after seven
of their organizers received threats to their physical safety and warnings that the South
Sudanese government had instructed NSS agents to track them down and bring them back
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to Juba5. According to Amnesty International, RCM members said that they were followed
by men in black suits and received verbal warnings and threats from other South Sudanese
living in Kenya and Uganda whom they suspect operate as informants for the NSS.
“Anonymous people are following us. When we stop, they stop. When we show up

somewhere,
they
also
showed up.”
A report by
Amnesty
International
reads in part.

Targeting of
those believed
to be part of
the
RCM
continued
throughout
the world and
the year. One
of the youth
human rights
defenders
from
South
Screenshot of threatening messages sent to the Human Rights Defender from
Sudan
and
South Sudan allegedly by the National Security Service (NSS) of South Sudan. currently on
the run due to constant threats and attacks by south Sudanese security service while
speaking to a staff of TRANET-Africa said he was being trailed by security agencies. The
Founder of the Civil Society Organization, Youth United Against Tribalism in South Sudan
(YUATISS) who preferred to speak on condition of anonymity said he has been attacked
several times. He says he founded the organization with the aim of promoting peace and
harmony among the communities in a bid to discouraging tribal practices that generate
hatred in the society. He is believed to have been instrumental in the formation of the
South Sudan Civil Society Taskforce, a Coalition of Civil Society Organizations in South
Sudan who have been on the radar of the NSS for a while now.
The human Rights Defender currently residing away from South Sudan (Country of
Residence withheld for security reasons) continues to receive threats against his life. In the
screen short above, messages sent to him show that the NSS knows where he resides. “You

(name withheld), the so called secretary general of civil society of South Sudan, your days
are numbered as we know where you are hiding. It is just a matter of short time” one of
South Sudan: ‘we are at risk and on the run’ security agents track down protesters. Amnesty
International 2019
5
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the messages reads. According to unconfirmed reports, it is believed the NSS has written
to a number of countries suspected to be hosting him to have him repatriated to South
Sudan. The YHRD escaped from South Sudan after efforts by NSS to get him arrested
intensified. The NSS broke into the office of the South Sudan Civil Society Alliance in search
for him. Confidential documents and official documents were all taken as their office
remained under the custody of NSS.
In Zimbabwe, on Tuesday, 18 June 2019, about 130 angry South Sudanese students on
government scholarships occupied the South Sudanese Embassy in the Zimbabwean capital
Harare, to protest at government failure to pay outstanding fee balances. James Maluach
Malek, one of the student leaders, told Radio Tamazuj that 79 students who completed
their studies were denied degrees and transcripts due to unpaid outstanding arrears.
By harassing, intimidating and threatening, government officials of the South Sudanese
Government prevented South Sudanese from exercising the rights related to peaceful
protests – the right to freedom of peaceful assembly, the right to freedom of association,
the right to freedom of expression and the right to participate in the conduct of political
affairs as opposed to Article 25(1) of the 2011 Transitional Constitution and freedom of
expression as guaranteed by Article 24(1) of the Transitional Constitution and international
and regional human rights treaties to which South Sudan is a state party.

STATISTICAL OVERVIEW OF HOW YOUTH
HRDS ARE TARGETED IN THE CONTINENT
REPORTED VIOLATIONS BY COUNTRY AND GENDER
COUNTRY AND REGION
Uganda
South Sudan
Kenya
Sudan
Tanzania
South Africa
Burkina Faso

East Africa
East Africa
East Africa
North Africa
East AFRICA
Southern Africa
West Africa

NUMBER OF
CASES REPORTED
70
25
25
16
2
5
2

GENDER
MALE
45
20
23
10
2
3
2

FEMALE
25
5
2
6
0
2
0

Reported violations
Violations

Numbers

Percentage
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Murder

10

7%

Detention/arrest
Legal action
Physical attack
Threats
Raid/break in
Disappearance/abduction
Smear campaign
Digital/ online/ cyber security
Total

25
2
3
70
3

17.2%
1.3%
2.1%
48%
2.1%
1.3%
14%
7%
100%

2
20
10
145

Ranking of rights defenders at risk by category during this reporting period

Ranking of Rights Defenders at risk by
Catagory
56

13 15

0 10

EAST AFRICA

0 0 2 0
WEST AFRICA

0 0 0 0 0

3 0 0 0 2

6 0 0 0 2

CENTRAL AFRICA

SOUTHERN
AFRICA

NORTHERN
AFRICA

Student Defenders

Young Women Defenders

accountability

migrant defenders

Land, environment
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NATURE OF SUPPORTED REQUESTED FOR
N AT U R E O F S U P P O R T E D R E Q U E S T E D F O R BY Y O U T H
H R D S AT R I S K
East Africa

West Africa

Central Africa

Southern Africa

Northern Africa

35
30
30

25
20

23

15
10
10

5
0000

2

5

000

50000

50006

60000

0000

000

0
Temporary
Relocation

Medical
Support

Family
Support

Replcament financial emeergency
of lost
support to
support
Equipment organisations

capacity
building

digital
security
training

NATURE OF SUPPORT PROVIDED BY TRANET-AFRICA IN THE REPORTING PERIOD
Nature of support

East Africa

West Africa

Host / temporary
relocation
referral
Digital security training
Advocacy and Human
rights research capacity
building

5
10
15

Total

0

Southern
Africa
0

Central
Africa
0

North
Africa
0

10

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

40

0

0

0

0

SUPPORT BY GENDER PROVIDED BY TRANET-AFRICA

Support
Temporary Relocation/ Host
Referral
Digital security
Capacity building

Total

Female Youth HRDs
2

Male Youth HRDs
3

2
2
3

8
8
7

9

26
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YOUTH HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
ORGANIZATIONS AND INITIATIVES
In this reporting period, there was observed an increased emergence of youth led efforts
towards defending of rights and protection of human rights defenders. A notable rise in
what young people consider the marginalization of youth human rights organizations in
various fronts and forms has led to young people to rethink their working relations,
approaches and protection mechanisms for fellow young human rights defenders across
the region.
Young people are increasingly expressing dissatisfaction at how funding policies
discriminate upon them and how there seems to be a deliberate use of the view that young
people are inept at their work to tactfully make them unable to compete favorably for
available opportunities with non-youth led/ focused organizations. Young people are
particularly concerned that even when attempts are made to forge partnerships with such
institutions, the relationships are usually one sided.
Coupled with the continued failure of governments to provide protection for HRDs and
the seemingly lacking capacity of current protection initiatives, young people have tried to
forge approaches and mechanism that they believe resonate with the needs of the most
vulnerable and hard to reach young rights defenders. Overall, throughout the continent,
Uganda appears to have registered the highest number of youth led/ youth focused rights
organizations working directly with human rights defenders followed by Kenya.
Taking into consideration the difficult context in which youth HRDs operate, there were
lots of positives to note in 2019 due to their work for the defense of human rights:
A great number of young people in Uganda, South Sudan, Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa,
and Togo among others have bolstered efforts to be at the fore front of championing
human rights. They have engineered campaigns, formed movements, pressure groups and
as well as networks for and by young rights defenders.
In Uganda, several youth led organizations amplified efforts of human rights and
protection of human rights defenders at risk. In Abim District, Abim District Youth Forum
has put in more efforts to ensure that towards the general elections in 2021, there is need
to strengthen efforts to have young rights defenders actively involved in the observance of
human rights during the election cycle. Still in Abim, Youth Forum for Social justice
emerged to put young people on fostering accountability in the Karamoja Region of
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Uganda. In west Nile (north Western part of Uganda), Ngetha Media Association for
continued to strengthen the capacities of land rights, environmental and minority groups
around the Albertine graben. In the Albertine region, the Albertine Watchdog is one of the
organisations led by young people providing protection to rights defenders. The mission
of Albert Watch is to advance human rights and conserve the natural environment.
Beginning in early 2020, the (the website reads in part) Albertine Watch will engage in a
robust process to implement two programs Environment and Human rights. In this they
aim at providing protection and capacity building to rights defenders working on
environment, minority rights and land rights among others.
In Wakiso District, Anti-Corruption International (ACI) -Uganda Chapter amplified efforts
to strengthen the capacities of grassroots youth human rights defenders. In Tororo District,
Life Watch Foundation Uganda become a key institution in researching, documenting
youth human rights defenders at risk and offering capacity building and protection with
critical focus on rights defenders working on extractives, land and environment and
accountability.
In South Sudan, Youth for Peace played a great role in relaying information about young
rights defenders at risk and documenting human rights violations during the ongoing
conflict. The organization is also the National Coordinator in South Sudan for the
Extraordinary Leaders’ Summit 2020 (www.extraleaderssummit.org) a regional annual
convening of especially student human rights defenders
In Tanzania, Voice of Youth Tanzania (VOYOTA) become a leading force for youth rights
defenders in the Arusha. VOYOTA runs the Sauti Ya Binti (loosely translated as voice of
the girl) a Programme designed to equip female student leaders in schools in Tanzania with
skills in advocacy, leadership, human rights among others. The organizations maintains
networks of student rights defenders in Schools, Arusha Region and at the national level.
The organization operates in a rather challenging environment considering that Tanzania
has been ion the spotlight in the past few years for crack down on rights defenders and
civil society organizations. The organization was earlier threatened with closure until they
had to register afresh and abide by the recently enacted government law on nongovernmental organizations. VOYOTA continues to strengthen the network of young
rights defenders in Tanzania through her broader programme, human righjts, justice,
inclusiveness and democracy. The organization is also the National Coordinator in
Tanzania for the Extraordinary Leaders’ Summit 2020 (www.extraleaderssummit.org) a
regional annual convening of especially student human rights defenders
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In Togo, the CACIT has amplified efforts to strengthen West Africa Youth Human Rights
Defenders Network. The organization is nlargely involved in documenting and fighting
against impunity in Togo.
In Kenya, Stretchers Youth Organization designed and implemented the Securing-YoungDefenders-(SEYODE) programme implemented in the Mombasa area. the organization
notes that constant attacks of the well-established Human Rights Organizations by the
government especially at the coast region has slowed down the efficiency and effectiveness
of the emerging young human rights organizations in Mombasa with the fears that they
can be a soft target by the government due to lack of proper legal and financial muscles.
Through the project, they aim at strengthening the voice and operating environment for
young human rights defenders at the community levels in Mombasa through
enhancing their skills on personal security management, strengthening the operation
structure of their organizations through physical and digital security training of members,
formation of the grassroots vibrant and united young HRDs network with more members
and wider diversity to monitor, document and address all human rights violation at the
county.
In Nakuru Kenya, a group of young men and women have continued to mobilize fellow
young rights defenders at risk and to seek for protection for affected youth rights defenders.
In Nairobi, Youth Barrier Breakers, a women’s led initiative placing young people at the
center of human rights was in the advanced stages of streampoining their human rights
defenders programmes. The organization is the National Coordinator in Kenya for the
Extraordinary Leaders’ Summit 2020 (www.extraleaderssummit.org) a regional annual
convening of especially student human rights defenders.
In Gabon, Young for Strong Africa continued placing young people at the forefront of
advancing human rights and democracy. The group claims to be a continental movement
of young people advancing human rights and democracy and enhancing young people’s
access to economic enhancement processes.
In South Africa, the Abhalali Abahlali Base Mjondolo continues to nurture youth in
defending the land rights of indigenous South Africans. For the last one decade, Abahlali
has documented attacks, threats and the land evictions in Durban.
TRANET -Africa continues to work closely with all the emerging and already existing youth
human rights defenders initiatives locally, regionally and globally.
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LAWS LIMITING YOUNG RIGHTS DEFENDERS
CASE STUDY; UGANDA NGO AMENDMENT ACT
The Government of Uganda has put in place legal and institutional frameworks to ensure
participation and involvement of the youth in decision making and national development.
Despite the above mechanisms, the level of youth participation remains significantly low.
In 2016, the government of Uganda launched the National Youth Policy whose aim among
others is to enhance effective youth participation and create opportunities for the youth
to be actively involved in designing, shaping, and influencing policy development and
implementation processes. However, the policy largely remains silent on youth and human
rights.
In August 2019, the Ministry of Internal Affairs announced that all NGOs needed to register
afresh. According to the recent survey TRANET conducted, many youth organizations
especially at the grassroots have been affected and this negates the National Youth Policy,
the African Union Youth Chatter and the Guidelines on Freedom of Association and
Assembly in Africa including the UN Youth Strategy 2018. It hence contradicts the narrative
that government is committed to involve young people in decision making processes yet
civil society organizations especially youth led, and youth focused and other non-state
actors provide alternative spaces for youth participation, yet again, the NGO regulations
stifle their success.
The NGO Regulations increasingly affect youth organizations and shrink civic space for
especially grassroots youth actors. The NGO validation process left thousands of
organizations not validated. Whoever was found not to be “validated” is deemed to be
operating illegally. The impact of the NGO validation by the NGO Bureau on especially
grassroots youth human rights defenders and accountability CSOs has limited their capacity
to voice out concerns and or lobby for support from donors since they have no what the
government calls “authentic certification”. NGO validation process is costly, needs a lot of
requirements to enable one to be certified and get NGO permit. The following are
requirements by Community based organizations to be registered by the District NGO
Committee; application letter addressed to the secretary, Division District NGO
Monitoring Committee, form A dully filled and signed by at least two promoters,
recommendation letter from Local Council I, recommendation letter from Local Council
II, recommendation letter from Local Council III, a recommendation from two sureties,

TRANET-AFRICA

work plan, for the first year of operation, itemized budget for first year of operation, copy
of the constitution, and two files submitted among others.
NGOs operating nationwide and or regionally, are required to first get incorporated with
the Uganda Registration Services Bureau (URSB), and later begin the process afresh to get
registered with the NGO Bureau and get NGO Permit. Among the requirements to get
registered with the bureau are; a certified copy of a certificate of incorporation, a copy of
the organizations constitution or governing documents, a chat showing the governance
structure of the organization, proof of payment of the prescribed fee, source of funding of
the activities of the organization, copies of valid identification documents of two founder
members, minutes and resolutions of the members authorizing the organization to register
with the bureau, a statement complying with section 45 of the act, a recommendation
from the District Non-Governmental Organizations Monitoring Committee where the
headquarters are located and Chief Administrative Office or Town Clerk, the responsible
ministry or government department, cover letter addressed to the Executive Director
National Bureau for NGOs.
The National Youth Policy, under Youth Participation in Decision Making recognizes that
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and other non-state actors provide alternative spaces
for youth participation. The document further emphasizes that the Uganda National Youth
Policy (2016) is guided by the following principles; Non-discrimination, Inclusion and
Participation, Gender Inclusiveness, Innovativeness and Adaptability, Multi-sectoral
Collaborations, Good Governance and Decentralized Service Delivery.
The NGO regulations make it difficult for youth to start up organizations and or validate
already existing organizations hence shadowing the national, regional and international
instruments on youth participate and freedom of assembly among others.
The Fundamental Principles of the Guidelines on Freedom of Association and Assembly in
Africa provide that; any legal framework put in place or other steps taken relative to the
rights to freedom of association and assembly shall have the primary purpose of enabling
the exercise of the rights. Political and social participation of an independent civil society:
The independence of civil society and the public sphere shall be ensured, and the
participation of individuals in the political, social and cultural life of their communities shall
be enabled. “Human rights compliance: All constitutional, legislative, administrative and
other measures shall comply with the full extent of regional and international human rights
obligations, deriving from the rights to freedom of association and assembly and all other
guaranteed rights.”
Much as good in enhancing CSO legitimacy, accountability and transparency, the NGO
regulations largely remain a scapegoat to trample on the freedom of association and speech
of youth and youth organizations. The implementers of the law have used it to benefit
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themselves and decide on which organization can be validated or not. Many young people
have had to part with lots of monies as asked by the different officers at the various levels
so as to enable them get letters of introduction and recommendation among others. A
youth organization operating in Kampala for instance had to part with 50,000 Uganda
Shillings equivalent to about 14 US
Dollars to get a letter from the office of the Local
Council I Chairperson. They also had to part with 2,000,000 Uganda Shillings equivalent
to about 556 US Dollars to hire lawyers to help in the validation process.

IN PURSUIT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, THE
BARRIERS AHEAD
During this reporting period, young rights defenders reported several challenges affecting
or limiting them from significantly contributing to the human rights defense.
a. A challenge common to all rights defenders (individual and organizations) reviewed
during this reporting period is very limited or lack of funding: young rights
defenders reported that considering that some of them are not known to funding
institutions, they were less likely to get funding from both locally based donors and
those at the diaspora. Young rights defenders reported that well established human
rights defenders organizations were preferred as compared to them. This curtails the
efforts and limits the ability of the organization and its youthful partners to provide
more and rapid response support to young human rights defenders across the region
who they work with directly and who may not be known to the well-established
human rights organizations.
b. Most youth organizations reported having been not considered as partners by
international human rights organizations, but rather those human rights
organizations preferred to work with some key individuals within the youth
organizations either as those at most risk or contact persons.
c. Most youth rights organizations also reported that most times when they approach
donor organizations, their ideas are listened to and when it comes to requesting for
funding they are usually referred to work with the well-established organizations,
most likely those that they are already funding or funded in the past. These same
organizations are either given to implement their ideas or come to them as experts
in the area yet with limited understanding or conceptualization of the matter
presented. In situations where they are considered partners, the partnerships are
usually unclear and unbalanced usually to give more weight and benefit to the
bigger organizations.
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d. A worrying trend recorded during this reporting period is the act of blackmail within
the rights movement. Some youth organizations reported having been tarnished by
some individuals within the human rights movement within their countries. This,
young people believe could be a strategy to ensure they are not considered as
serious players worth attention nor support.
e. Youth organizations reported a significant challenge in trying to apply for funding
through the same criteria provided by donors as the well-established organizations
have an upper hand. Young people noted significantly that the funding policies,
criteria among others are discriminatory to youth organizations. They noted that
for instance, the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR),
one of the major human rights and democracy funders worldwide were very
discriminatory hence giving only established organizations an upper hand to get
grants. They report being told to partner as co-applicants with other well established
organizations, yet they report that most times, these well-established organizations
rarely would like to partner with them through a well laid out clear partnership
criteria.
f. Most young human rights defenders at risk reported that their cases were either
being doubted because protection organizations ask for links to news articles,
reports to police, photographs and or referees. Independent youth human rights
defenders noted that it was very difficult for them to access funding and or to prove
their level of risk since few people and organizations would allow to recommend
them fearing the most likely consequence of being followed up by state apparatus.
They also noted that, as young people, the media wouldn’t be that much interested
in them hence wouldn’t publish any news about them since they are considered not
being news worthy.
g. Youth human rights organizations that received some funding in the last year
reported having not received core / administration costs yet they have to produce
results.
h. Young human rights defenders reported that Most international and or recognized
national organizations declined to recommend them and or be referees considering
it a conflict of interest or rather considering them competitors and or a threat to
what they considered “their space”
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CALL TO ACTION
We are deeply conscious that African youth defenders in 2019 stood at crossroads and we
are determined to transform their complex situation, enhance access to protection for the
most hard to reach young defenders and ensure a significant shift in paradigm in their
involvement in offering protection to fellow young rights defenders.

We recognize that, although there is a common challenge for all HRDs in entirety, young

rights defenders especially those in hard to reach areas nevertheless have their own peculiar
characteristics, vulnerabilities and strengths, in each of the different countries which have
been taken into account in our strategic plan 2020/2024.
We hereby make this call to;
UNITED NATIONS
Ensure effective, participatory and inclusive implementation of the UN Youth Strategy
2018 so as to ensure strong pillars are put in place to protect, strengthen and enhance the
role of young rights defenders at all levels from the global, regional and national and
establish meaningful and symbiotic partnerships with youth led organizations working
directly with youth human rights defenders across the globe.
Support/work with the African Union (AU) to develop and implement the AU Youth
Rights Defenders Protection Policy as well as the Regional Economic Blocks.
AFRICAN UNION
Recognize young rights defenders as common partners in development legitimately
fostering human rights in line with the international human rights instruments in line with
aspiration 3 of the African Union Agenda 2063 in which AU envisions an Africa of good
governance, democracy, and respect for human rights, justice and the rule of law.
Institute a continental policy framework for the protection of young rights defenders since
the African Youth Charter grants young people the right to enjoy and advance human
rights.
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Amplify efforts to domesticate the relevant human rights instruments such as Declaration
on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote
and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
Institute national youth human rights defenders protection frameworks as accompaniment
to existing national youth policies and or envisioned future youth frameworks.
To recognize young rights defenders as development partners exercising their rights
legitimately defending the rights of others and accord them the conducive environment
necessary for them to enjoy their legally given rights.
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DONOR AGENCIES

Eradicate the categorization of youth organizations as high risk, rethink funding policy that
discriminates against youth and their organizations, establish and or amplify already
existing efforts and mechanisms of institutional support to foster organizational
development to eliminate such risks and or fears that are considered putting youth in high
risk zones and recognize young people as able, ready to learn and productive partners
who can be central in the human rights agenda.

Recognize that lack of or limited funding significantly affects or limits young people from

meaningfully and or actively advance/sustain human rights initiatives and Institute
development programmes geared specifically towards the supporting different categories
of youth rights organizations working in different geographical areas in Africa.
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS
We recognize that most donor agencies are from your countries; we therefore call upon
your institutions to create youth departments (for those without) and employ youth focal
persons, set aside small grants/ emergency funds to support vulnerable youth rights
defenders in countries where they are present and access to funding is difficult.
Ensure flexibility and transparency in mechanisms to allow communication between young
rights defenders with critical/ top mission personnel.
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS ORGANIZATIONS
Recognize young people as ESSENTIAL partners in the human rights agenda rather than
competitors and create meaningful and long lasting relationships beneficial to both parties
involved.
Recognize that the individual youth and or organizations on the ground have more
knowledge of the situation of human rights, governance and accountability among others
most likely more than they do.
YOUTH RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND INDEPENDENT RIGHTS DEFENDERS;


Keep organizing:

There is usually no easy path to success. Continue mobilizing, keep learning and enhancing
your capacities and expertise in your field so as to ensure your work is recognized by a
cross section of society and reduce the risks that come by a s a result of bring incapable.
Continue planning and being strategic in your initiatives and embrace non violence


Subscribe to the African Youth Defenders Network:

We recognize that it is usually difficult to work in isolation we therefore call upon you to
join the African youth defenders network by sending an email to
TRANET-AFRICA

network@tranetafrica.org and or visit the TRANET-AFRICA website www.tranetafrica.org
under the Youth HRD Programme and get more information about the network
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SUPPORT OUR WORK
Our work and help to young rights defenders is made possible with the help of individuals,
foundations, corporations among others like yourself. We call upon you to support our work.
There are many ways you can support us.
Donate today:
To support the work of young human rights defenders in Uganda and across the Sub-Saharan
Africa to provide protection to most at risk young human rights defenders.
You can donate in the following ways;
Checks made to Transformative Leaders Network Africa Ltd
And send by post
P.O.Box 25625 Kampala Uganda
Donate by EFT/ International Transfers/internet banking, kindly send us an email on
donations@tranetafrica.org to get banking details
To donate online kindly click Here

Partner in our programmes, activities and or summits
Kindly send us an email at partnerships@tranetafrica.org

Partner in the Extraordinary Leaders Summit 2020 www.extraleaderssummit.org
Kindly send us an email on partnerships@extraleaderssummit.org

TRANET-AFRICA

CONTACT US
Facebook: transformative leaders network Africa
Twitter: @tranetafrica
Transformative Leaders Network- Africa (TRANET-Africa)
Physical address: Edna House,
Room Number EH-10,
3rd Floor,
Bukoto- Kisasi Road.
Postal Address: P.O.Box 25625 Kampala, Uganda
Phone:
+256 (0) 393236411
Email:
info@tranetafrica.org
Website:
www.tranetafrica.org
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